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RESOLUTION 

Tariffs, 

No. 21(6) T.R./57. —The Tariff Commission has submitted its 
Report on the continuance of protection to the Automobile Leaf 
Spring Industry on the basis of an inquiry undertaken by it under 
sections 11(e) and 13 of the Tariff Commission Act, 1951. Its recom¬ 
mendations are as follows: — 

(1) Protection to the Automobile Leaf Spring Industry should be 
continued up to 31st December, 1959, and the standard rate 
of protective duty should be retained at the existing level of 
50 per cent, ad valorem. 

(2) The Development Commissioner, Small Scale Industries, 
should take early steps to provide the small scale manufac¬ 
turers with necessary technical assistance and, wherever 
possible, common facilities for testing of springs and raw 
materials with a view to improving the quality of leaf springs 
produced by them. 

(3) The Iron and Steel Controller should take necessary steps to 
help the Automobile Leaf Spring Industry to obtain regular 
supplies of spring steel flats to meet its essential requirements. 

(4) All the units in the industry should introduce a proper system 
of costing before the end of June, 1958 and report to the 
Commission. 

(5) The manufacturers of leaf springs and spring leaves should 
immediately effect a reduction in their selling prices and 
maintain them at levels in fair relation to their costs of 
production. 

(6) All manufacturers of leaf springs and leaves should periodi¬ 
cally publish and arrange to display at the premises of the 
dealers list prices of all varieties indicating the price for each 
item. 

2. Government accept recommendation (1) and the necessary 
legislation will be undertaken in due course. 

3. Government have taken note of recommendations (2) and (3) 
and will consider suitable action to the extent possible. 

4. The attention of the industry is drawn to recommendations 
(4), (5) and (6). 

ORDER 

Ordered that the Resolution be published in the Gazette of India 
and a copy of it be communicated to all concerned. 

S. RANGANATHAN, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 
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REPORT ON THE CONTINUANCE OF PROTECTION TO THE 
AUTOMOBILE LEAF SPRING INDUSTRY 

1. Investigation into the claim of the automobile leaf spring 

industry to protection and assistance was first undertaken by the 
Previous tariff Commission along with its inquiry into the 

inquiry. automobile industry in 1953. It was, however, 

decided later that cases of ancillary industries 
for protection should be examined separately. In pursuance of 
that decision the Commission held an inquiry into the automobile 
leaf spring industry in 1954 under Section 11(a) of the Tariff Com¬ 
mission Act, 1951. In its report submitted to Government in - August 
1954, the Commission recommended grant of protection to this in¬ 
dustry up to 31st December, 1956 by converting the then existing 
revenue duty of 50 per cent, ad valorem standard, into a protective 
duty at the same rate. The preferential rate was left to be fixed 
in accordance with the terms of the India—United Kingdom trade 
agreement. “This recommendation was accepted by Government but 
in doing so they made it clear that with the abolition of the preferen¬ 
tial duty under Finance Act, 1954 on tariff item No. 75(10) (iii), among 
others, the new item to be assigned to leaf springs and parts thereof 
will be subject to a protective duty of 50 per cent, ad valorem at the 
standard rate only with no surcharge applicable to it in so far as 
they are adapted for use as parts and accessories of motor cars in¬ 
cluding taxi cabs.” In consultation with the Commission the period 
of protection was extended by one year, i.e. up to 31st December, 1957 
by the Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 1956. 

2. The present inquiry has been undertaken under Section 11(e) 
read with Section 13 of the Tariff Commission Act, 1951 whereby 

- the Commission has been empowered to inquire 
Present inquiry. into and report on any further action required 

in relation to the protection granted to an 
industry, with a view to its increase, decrease, modification or abo¬ 
lition according to the circumstances of the case. 

3.1. Special questionnaires were issued to all known producers, 
importers and consumers in the first week of May, 1957. On 7th 
May, 1957 a press communique was also issued 
Method of inquiry. inviting producers, importers, consumers, asso¬ 
ciations and other interests concerned to obtain 
copies of the relevant questionnaires and to submit their replies 
thereto. The Association of the producers was addressed for a memo¬ 
randum on the problems facing the industry. The Development 
Wing, Ministry of Commerce and Industry was requested to for¬ 
ward a memorandum on the present position of the industry. The 
Director-General of Supplies and Disposals, Government of India, 
was addressed for information regarding the quality of the indi¬ 
genous product, purchase policy followed by Government from time 
to time and other allied matters. The Ministry of Defence, Gov¬ 
ernment of India was also approached for information about the 
requirements of leaf springs for the Defence Services. The Iron 
and Steel Controller was requested to furnish information about the 
measures taken by him to remove the difficulties experienced by 
the industry in obtaining supplies of spring steel and getting it 
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rolled into requisite sections. A memorandum on the small scale 
sector of the industry was invited from the Development Com¬ 
missioner, Small Scale Industries, New Delhi. Collectors of Cus¬ 
toms were requested to furnish data regarding c.i.f. prices and 
landed costs of leaf springs and spring leaves imported through 
their ports. Memoranda on the present position of the industry 
were also called for from the State Governments of Bombay, Mad¬ 
ras, Punjab, Delhi, Orissa and Mysore. The Indian Standards Insti¬ 
tution was requested to furnish information regarding the progress 
made by it in formulating standard specifications for leaf springs. A 
list of those to whom questionnaires and letters were issued and 
from whom replies or memoranda were received is given in Ap¬ 
pendix I. 

3.2. Shri S. R. Mallya, Research Officer in the Cost Accounts 

Section visited the factory of Metropolitan Springs Private Ltd., 
Bombay between 3rd and 10th May, 1957 and examined the costs 
of production of automobile leaf springs and main leaves manu¬ 
factured by the Company. ' 

3.3. Shri R. S. Bhatt, Member of the Commission accompanied 
by Dr. Rama Varma, Secretary visited the factory of Premier Auto¬ 
mobiles Ltd., Kurla on 19th July, 1957. Shri C. Ramasubbhan, 
Dr. S. K. Muranjan and Shri R. S. Bhatt, Members of the Commis¬ 
sion visited the factory of Metropolitan Springs Private Ltd., Bom¬ 
bay on 20th July 1957. A public inquiry was held on 23rd July, 
1957 at the office of the Commission in Bombay. A list of persons 
who attended the inquiry is given in Appendix II. 

4. Automobile leaf springs (front and rear) are of different 
types and specifications to suit the requirements of different types 
of vehicles. The scope of the last inquiry 
Scope of the inquiry. included all types and sizes of automobile leaf 
springs. At present inquiry, the Bombay Elec¬ 
tric Supply and Transport Undertaking represented to us as it did 
at the 1954 inquiry that as solid-eye leaf springs for its heavy 
duty vehicles are not manufactured in the country, imports of 
such springs for its vehicles should be allowed liberally. It also 
requested the Commission to consider whether protection to springs 
could be limited to a weight up to which the Indian manufacturers 
are interested. The contention of the BEST Undertakings was that 
the Indian Industry would not find it economical to manufacture 
springs for heavy duty vehicles. This matter was discussed at the 
public inquiry when the representative of the producers pointed 
out that they were capable of producing solid eye springs, since 
they have now installed the necessary equipment, provided there 
was reasonable demand for them. Further, it was mentioned that 
rolled eye leaf springs could be used without difficulty as substi¬ 
tutes for solid eye springs. The demand for leaf springs of Bom¬ 
bay Electric Supply and Transport Undertaking during the past 
three years is comparatively small and ad hoc licences are granted 
to meet this demand. Most of the other consumers like automobile 
manufacturers and State Transport Corporations have found that 
rolled eye leaf springs are suitable and are currently used both for 
original equipment as well as replacement. As regards the sugges¬ 
tion for limiting protection up to a particular weight of leaf springs 
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it would be extremely difficult to make such a distinction between 
heavy and light weight springs for purposes of assessing customs 
duty and would lead to serious administrative problems. We have, 
therefore, decided to include all types and sizes of automobile leaf 
springs (front and rear) within the scope of the inquiry. 


5.1. In addition 

Implementation of 
the recommendations 
made by the Com¬ 
mission in its Report 
( I 954) °n matters 
other than tariffs. 


to the recommendation referred to in paragraph 
1 above regarding tariffs the Commission made 
several ancillary recommendations in its 
Report of 1954. The extent to which these 
recommendations have been implemented is 
given below: 


5.2. “The Iron and Steel Controller should examine the difficul¬ 
ties experienced by the manufacturers of leaf springs in obtaining 
supplies of spring steel and getting them rolled into requisite sec¬ 
tions and take suitable measures to remove these difficulties”. 


The Iron and Steel Controller, Calcutta informed us that he 
investigated the possibilities of manufacturing spring steel of 
various grades and getting them rolled into sections as required 
for the manufacture of automobile leaf springs. He has, however, 
found that it would be difficult to obtain any appreciable supplies 
from indigenous sources, because the capacity in the country for 
rolling spring steel billets into flats is at present very limited. 
Guest. Keen, Williams Ltd. which has the necessary equipment to 
undertake the manufacture of spring steel flats of suitable sizes 
for the manufacture of leaf springs is not in a position to meet the 
requirements of the leaf spring industry owing to (a) shortage of 
billets and (b) heavy back-log of orders from the railways. This 
question is discussed further in paragraph 10.1. 

5.3. “The Indian Standards Institution should examine the ques¬ 
tion of standardization of the types of leaf springs, in consultation 
with the manufacturers of leaf springs, producers of spring steel, 
manufacturers of motor vehicles, State Transport Services and motor 
vehicle operators.” 

“The Indian Standards Institution should take up the question of 
formulating standard specifications for indigenous leaf springs as early 
as possible in consultation with the indigenous manufacturers of leaf 
springs and manufacturers of motor vehicles.” 


We were informed by the Indian Standards Institution that a 
draft Indian Standard Specification for leaf springs for automobile 
vehicles and suspension was finalised by the Automotive Vehicles 
and Internal Combustion Engines Sectional Committee (EDC 14) 
at its last meeting held in December, 1956. Certain modifications 
in the dimensional details and a few other outstanding points, in¬ 
cluding details of metric sizes are being concluded in consultation 
with the spring manufacturers, the Development Wing and Tech- 



nical Development Establishment (Vehicles), Ahmednagar. It is 
expected that this standard will be published before the end of 
the current year. 


5.4. “Government should arrange with the Collectors of Customs 
and the Director General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics 
to record the imports of leaf springs for motor vehicles and of leaves 
of such springs in tonnage as well as invalue.” 


This recommendation has been implemented. Since April, 1955, 
the Director-General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics has 
been furnishing to the Commission monthly statistics of imports of 
automobile leaf springs and spring leaves. Imports of these items 
were not published in the Accounts relating to Foreign Trade and 
Navigation of India. Since January 1957 they are being publish¬ 
ed in terms of quantity (unit : ton) and value in the Monthly Sta¬ 
tistics of the Foreign Trade of India. 


5.5 “Guest, Keen, Williams Ltd., should explore all possible 
means of reducing their rolling cost”. 


We are informed by some of the manufacturers that Guest, Keen. 
Williams Ltd. has, on the contrary, increased the prices of spring 
steel flats. This matter was referred to the company. It has 
stated that the conversion rates have remained more or less un¬ 
changed since 1954 and that its method of rolling spring steel bars 
is also practically the same as before. The increase in its selling 
prices was, however, due to the rise in the price of billets and 
in the costs of several other items including labour. It has, how¬ 
ever, a scheme on hand for the installation of modern rolling mills 
which are expected to go into operation in 1959. It has assured 
us that after production at the new mills commences, it will inves¬ 
tigate the possibility of effecting a reduction in its conversion 
charges. 


5.6. “The manufacturers of motor vehicles in India should as far 
as possible buy their requirements of leaf springs from the indigen¬ 
ous producers. The manufacturers of leaf springs should also adopt 
the practice usually followed in foreign countries of supplying their 
products for use as original equipment at concessional prices.” 


We were informed by the manufacturers of motor vehicles that 
they have been purchasing their requirements of leaf springs from 
the indigenous producers. The Tata Locomotive and Engineering 
Co. Ltd., Jamshedpur has, however, stated that in spite of its best 
efforts it was unable to obtain from indigenous manufacturers leaf 
springs for its Tata—Mercedez vehicles in conformity with 
its specifications. It was, therefore, obliged to instal the requisite 
plant and machinery at its own factory in order to meet its require- 
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merits and it has already gone into production. The manufacturers 
of leaf springs viz. Canara Workshops Ltd. and Metropolitan Springs 
Private Ltd., have stated that they are supplying leaf springs for 
use as original equipment at specially reduced prices to automo¬ 
bile manufacturers. 


6.1. There are at present six manufacturers of leaf springs, name¬ 
ly, metropolitan Springs Private Ltd., Bombay, Canara Workshops 
Present position of Ltd., Mangalore, Premier Automobiles Ltd., Bom- 
the industry. bay, Tata Locomotive and Engineering Co. Ltd., 
Jamshedpur, Bombay Motor Trading Company, 
Kapurthala and Auto Pins (India), Faridabad. Of these, the Bom¬ 
bay Motor Trading Company, Kapurthala is not on the list of the 
Development Wing. In addition, we have received information 
from the Development Commissioner, Small Scale Industries that 
there are at present about 25 units producing leaf springs and 
spring leaves mainly for replacement purposes, in different parts 
of the country. Further, it appears that there is a large number 
of cottage units which primarily undertake repairs, and also pro¬ 
duce loose leaves of small sizes. 


6.2. Since the last inquiry, the automobile leaf spring industry 
has achieved considrable progress. Metropolitan Springs Private 
Ltd. has acquired additional equipment of modern type which in¬ 
cludes an automatic conveyor type electric furnace and automatic 
eye-rolling, hardness testing and special grinding machines. It has 
also expanded its productive capacity to 1000 tons per year on 
single shift basis. Canara Workshops Ltd., has also installed hard¬ 
ness testing, fatigue testing and bend testing machines as well 
as shot peening machine which improves the fatigue life of 
springs. Further, a continuous conveyor type furnace for harden¬ 
ing and tampering spring leaves with automatic pyrometer controls 
and temperature records is under erection in its works. With the 
installation of the new furnace and other additional equipment, the 
installed capacity of Canara Workshops Ltd., will increase to 1200 
tons a year on single shift basis. Premier Automobiles Ltd., has 
installed two modern cambering machines. Tata Locomotive and 
Engineering Company Ltd., has installed a modern plant for the ma¬ 
nufacture of leaf springs according to its specifications. Bombay 
Motor Trading Co., has also installed cambering machines and fur¬ 
naces of new designs which have resulted in increasing the firm’s 
productive capacity from 1000 to 1800 tons per annum on single 
shift basis. Auto Pins has acquired a manual eye-rolling machine, 
a cambering and load testing machine and a hardness testing machine. 
Since 1954 production by the organised sector of the industry has 
been more than doubled and utilisation of the installed capacity 
has progressively increased. 


6.3. With regard to small scale units the Development Com¬ 
missioner, Small Scale Industries has informed us that the units 
mainly employ manually operated machines and have no proper 
hardening or tempering equipment. 
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7.1. In 1954 the Comimssion estimated the rated capacity of the 
five units at 5,200 tons per annum on single shift basis. The present 
installed capacity of the six major producers as 
Rated capacity. reported by them and as furnished by the Deve¬ 

lopment Wing are given below. 




Annua! rated capacity on single 
shift in 

SI. 

No. 

Name of the unit 


1957 


1954 

As report¬ 
ed by the 
unit 

As furnish¬ 
ed by the 
Develop¬ 
ment 
Wing 



Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

I 

Metropolitan Springs Private Ltd. 

600 

1200 

1200 

2 

Canara Workshops Ltd. .... 

300 

1200 

1200 

3 

Premier Automobiles Ltd. .... 

2300 

1200 

2300 

4 

Tata Locomotive and Engineering Co., Ltd. 

N.P. 

1600 

N.A. 

5 

Bombay Motor Trading Co. 

IOOO 

1800 

N.A. 

6 

Auto Pins (Regd.) ..... 

IOOO 

IOOO 

IOOO 



5200 

8000 

5700 


N. P.—Not in production. 
N. A.—Not available. 


Premier Automobiles Ltd., has an installed capacity of 2300 tons 
but only a portion of it i.e., up to 1200 tons is devoted to the manu¬ 
facture of leaf springs for automobiles, the balance being utilised 
for the manufacture of leaf springs for railways. 

7.2. Of the six units mentioned above, two units, namely, 
Metropolitan Springs Private Ltd., and Canara Workshops Ltd., 
have been working on double shift and the remaining units on 
single shift. Since the last inquiry, two new units have been 
licensed to meet the growing demand of automobile leaf springs 
in the country, viz. Mahindra and Mahindra Ltd., Bombay with a 
capacity of 4800 tons a year and Deepak Industries Ltd., Calcutta 
of 2300 tons a year. Mahindra and Mahindra Ltd., could not state 
the probable date of its commencement of production because it 
had not received licences for the import of machinery. Deepak 
Industries Ltd., is expected to commence production from April, 
1958. It has stated that a part of its capacity will be utilized for 
the manufacture of leaf springs for railways. When these schemes 
materialise, the annual rated capacity of the automobile leaf spring 
manufacturers will increase from 8000 to 15100 tons. 

7.3. The Development Commissioner, Small Scale Industries 
has informed us that it is difficult to assess the productive capacity 
of small scale units because they employ manually operated machi¬ 
nes and do not maintain uniform efficiency in operation. 
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8.1. We have received figures of actual production of leaf 
springs and spring leaves in tonnage from the six regular pro¬ 
ducers and from the Development Wing. There 
Production. are small discrepancies in the two sets of 

figures in respect of the four units which are 
on the list of the Development Wing. The figures furnished by 
the manufacturers to the Commission were for the calendar years. 
According to one of the manufacturers, the figures furnished by 
the Development Wing were derived from the figures submitted 
by the manufacturers to the Development Wing for their account¬ 
ing years. This may possibly explain the discrepancies. For the 
purpose of this inquiry we have adopted the figures of production 
submitted to us by the producers. The statement below gives the 
production in 1954, 1955, 1956 and 1957 (January to March). 





Production 


SI. 

No. 

Name of the unit 

'954 

'955 

1956 

1957 

(Jan.-Mar.) 



Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

I 

Metropolitan Springs Private Ltd., 
Bombay ..... 

475-82 

539 -n 

485-94 

102*77 

2 

Canara Workshops Ltd., Mangalore . 

533-66 

667- 70 

1084-00 

288-28 

3 

Premier Automobiles Ltd., Bombay 

529-24 

472-81 

1038-00 

273-05 

4 

Tata Locomotive & Engineering Co. 
Ltd.,Jamshedpur .... 


261-65 

888-04 

461■16 

5 

Bombay Motor Trading Co., Kapur- 
thala ...... 

728-00 

755 -oo 

1158-00 

391-00 

6 

Auto Pins (India) Regd., Faridabad . 

32-73 

2 ' 5'55 

300-11 

53 78 


Total 

2299-45 

2911-82 

4954 ’09 

1570-04 


8.2. A detailed statement showing production of automobile leaf 
springs and spring leaves for (a) passenger cars and (b) cominercial 
vehicles (in numbers as well as in tonnage) as reported by the six 
units for the years 1954, 1955, 1956 and 1957 (January-March) is 
given in Appendix III. 

8.3. According to the Development Commissioner, Small Scale 
Industries, the estimated production of leaf springs and springs 
leaves by 26 small scale units during 1956 aggregated about 1605 tons, 
which works out to 48150 springs on the basis of 30 springs to 1 ton. 

9.1. In its Report of 1954 the Commission had estimated the then 
demand for leaf springs at 255,000 springs. This 
Domestic demand. was exclusive of the requirements of the 
Defence Services. On the basis of 30 springs per 
ton, the then demand was placed at 8500 tons. As regards the future 
demand it was stated that on the basis of the then offtake of new 
vehicles, the increase was not expected to be more than 5 per cent 
per annum. In connection with the present inquiry we have received 
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various estimates of annual demand ranging from 236,000 springs to 
409,375 springs for 1957 and from 412,500 springs to 648,500 springs 
by 1960-61. The Development Wing has estimated that the current 
demand for automobile leaf springs is of the order of 13,000 tons i.e., 
390,000 leaf springs per year and that this would go up to 17,000 tons 
i.e., 510,000 springs by 1960-61. We have also received estimates of 
current and future demand from the main producers. 


9.2. The demand for leaf springs for automobiles consists of (a) 
demand for original equipment and (b) demand for replacement. 
This may further be divided into (i) demand for passenger cars and 
(ii) demand for commercial vehicles. The production of automobiles 
in 1957 is estimated to be about 35,900 motor vehicles comprising of 
18,000 passenger cars, 3,500 jeeps and 14,400 commercial vehicles. 
Normally, two springs would be required for each new passenger car 
and four springs for each new jeep as well as commercial vehicle. 
On this basis the present demand for springs for original equipment 
would be 36,000 springs for passenger cars, 14,000 for jeeps and 57,600 
for commercial vehicles making up a total of 107,600 springs* for 
original equipment. The demand for replacement is both for complete 
springs and loose leaves but the over-all demand is expressed in 
terms of complete springs. The total number of passenger cars, 
•commercial vehicles and other vehicles on road at the end of 1956 
is estimated at 384,000 consisting of 194,000 passenger cars and 190,000 
commercial vehicles. We have adopted the same basis as we did at 
the last inquiry for calculating the estimated demand for replace¬ 
ment. It was agreed at the public inquiry that it would be adequate 
if, in regard to passenger cars, requirements of leaf springs per year 
were estimated on the basis of one spring for every 40 vehicles. 
Further, for commercial vehicles operating in urban areas, one 
spring per vehicle on an average is required for replacement every 
year and for vehicles operating in rural areas two springs per vehicle 
are needed every year. We have again assumed that approximately 
45 per cent, of the total number of commercial vehicles operate in 
urban areas and 55 per cent, ply in rural areas. On this basis, the 
current replacement demand works out to 4,850 springs for passenger 
cars including jeeps and 294.000 springs for commercial vehicles 
making up a total of 298,850 springs. The total current demand for 
springs, exclusive of the Defence requirements, both for original 
equipment and replacement is thus estimated at 406,450 springs as 
follows :— 

(a) Demand for original equipment: 

Springs 

(1) Passenger cars including jeeps ...... 50,000 

(2) Commercial vehicles ........ 57,600 

( b) Demand for replacement: 

(1) Passenger cars including jeeps ...... 4.P50 

(2) Commercial vehicles ........ 294,006 

406,4 eo 
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We have assumed the same rate of conversion of the number of 
springs into tonnage, i.e., 30 springs weigh on an average one ton. 
On this basis the current demand of leaf springs in terms of tonnage 
works out to about 13,550 tons. 

9.3. We expect the demand to increase by about 15 per cent, over 
the next two years. 

10.1. The basic raw material required for the manufacture of leaf 
springs is steel which is generally of the following three grades (i) 

silico manganese (ii) chrome vanadium and (iii) 
Raw materials. chrome-silicon. The other materials required 

are mild steel flat bars or strips and plates, phos¬ 
phoric bronze bushes, tubes for bushes, centre bolts, clip bolts, nuts 
and rivets. Apart from spring steel, we are informed that all 
other raw materials are available from indigenous sources. The 
position regarding spring steel is, however, very acute. 

10.2. During the past three years supplies of spring steel to the 
manufacturers of leaf springs from indigenous sources were small 
and inadequate and consequently, the bulk of their requirements was 
met from imported spring steel flats. The Iron and Steel Controller 
informed us that he had taken up this matter from time to time with 
Guest, Keen, Williams Ltd. which alone has the capacity and equip¬ 
ment to manufacture spring steel for leaf springs. Guest, Keen. 
Williams Ltd., has an electric furnace in which it is producing appro¬ 
ximately 6000 tons of ingot per annum. Most of this production goes 
to meet priority orders for railway wagon building programme and 
some for the manufacture of grinding media for the cement industry. 
In spite of such pressing demands small quantities are reported to 
have been supplied to Premier Automobiles Ltd., and Bombay Motor 
Trading Co., Guest, Keen, Williams Ltd., does not have facilities at 
its works to produce large size ingots required for the manufacture 
of silico-manganese spring steel and has to depend on Metal and Steel 
Factory, Ishapore, 25 miles away from its own factory, for cogging 
down ingots of the required size. According to the Iron and Steel 
Controller, no other re-roller has the equipment to undertake supplies 
of spring steel. It appears that the excess capacity at Tata Loco¬ 
motive and Engineering Co., Ltd. is also fully booked to meet the 
requirements of railways. The Iron and Steel Controller is, therefore, 
of the view that there is little likelihood of any appreciable improve¬ 
ment in the supply of spring steel from indigenous sources in the 
immediate future. 

10.3. Imports of spring steel were freely licensed up to July 1957. 
For the quarter ending September, 1957 the policy is to grant licences 
Only to actual users on the basis of three months’ requirements as 
recommended by the Development Wing. It was represented to us 
at the public inquiry that under the present policy licences are granted 
for three months’ requirements after deducting the quantity of 
stocks held by a unit concerned and that as most of the manufactu¬ 
rers carried more than three months’ stock, they would not become 
eligible for fresh licences. They also complained of long delays in 
obtaining supplies from abroad at short notice. It appears that the 
Development Wing had examined the difficulties of the industry and 
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that it is now aggreable to recommend licences for import of spring 
steel for three months’ requirements of individual units after allow¬ 
ing them to carry over four months’ stock at any time. This arrange¬ 
ment should remove the difficulties of the industry in obtaining spring 
steel to a large extent. In view of the great importance of road 
transport in the Second Five Year Plan, it is necessary to keep as 
many vehicles on the road as possible and the claims of an ancillary 
industry like leaf spring for high priority cannot be overlooked. We, 
therefore, recommended that the Iron and Steel Controller should take 
necessary steps to help the automobile leaf springs industry to obtain 
regular supplies of spring steel flats to meet its essential require¬ 
ments. 

11.1. The quality of the automobile leaf springs produced by the 

organised sector of the industry has shown 
Quality of the in- marked improvement since the last inquiry as a 
djgenousproduct. result of (a) installation of modern equipment, 

and (b) introduction of quality control methods. 
The Development Wing has stated that it has not received any com¬ 
plaint regarding the performance of indigenously produced leaf 
springs. Some of the main consumers have reported that the quality 
of the leaf springs produced by the organised units is satisfactory 
and comparable to imported ones. At the public inquiry the consen¬ 
sus of opinion was that the quality of indigenous leaf springs has 
improved and compares favourably with that of imported springs. 

11.2. As regards springs manufactured by the small scale manu¬ 
facturers, the Development Commissioner, Small Scale Industries, 
has informed us that their quality is inferior to that of the products 
manufactured by large-scale units. Most of the products of the small 
scale sector are not manufactured according to standard specifications 
and, therefore, uniformity in the quality of springs is not maintained. 
Defective process of manufacture, non-availability of specified quality 
of raw materials and want of proper testing facilities are the main 
handicaps of the small scale manufacturers. However, the products 
of those small scale units which have the necessary heat treatment, 
hardening and tempering arrangements and some testing facilities 
are of fairly good quality. Since the small scale units render useful 
service in carrying out repairs as well as supplying leaf springs and 
spring leaves to passenger and goods vehicles in small towns and 
rural areas it is essential that the quality of springs produced by 
these units should be satisfactory. We, therefore, recommend that 
the Development Commissioner, Small Scale Industries should take 
early steps to provide the small scale manufacturers with necessary 
technical assistance and, wherever possible, common facilities for 
'testing of springs and raw materials with a view to improving the 
quality of leaf springs produced by them. 

11.3. The Indian Standards Institution has, as stated earlier, 
circulated the draft Indian standard specification for general require¬ 
ments of leaf springs for automobile vehicles and suspension which 
has been finalised by the Sectional Committee for Automotive Vehi¬ 
cles and Internal Combustion Engines and it is expected to be 
published in the course of the next 3 or 4 months. In the meantime, 
the regular producers continue to manufacture springs according to 
the specifications adopted by them hitherto. 
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12.1. Import control policy .—Automobile leaf springs and spring 
leaves are not treated as a separate item for the 
Import control policy purpose of import control. Licences for the 
and imports. import of specified motor vehicle parts including 
leaf springs falling under SI. Nos. 293, 295 and 297 
of Part IV of Import Trade Control are granted t.o established 
importers on the basis of a joint quota of past imports of all such 
articles. Motor vehicle parts for which licences granted on the basis 
of joint quota are not valid, are grouped into two lists, List I and 
List III. List I contains items for which licences issued for motor 
vehicle parts on the basis of a joint quota are not valid and List III 
contains items for which licences are to be granted on the quota 
based on the imports of individual items. List II contains items for 
which the licences issued on the basis of a joint quota can be utilised. 
Leaf springs and spring leaves are included as one of the items in 
List II. The following table gives particulars relating to the import 
control policy as applicable to motor vehicle parts since January- 
June 1955. 


Licensing period 

Joint quota licence issued 

Percentage of the 
face value of the 
licence that can be 
utilised for the 

import of items spe¬ 
cified in List II 

January—June, 1955 . 

100% each of half of best year’s 
imports from the dollar area 
and the soft currency area. 

Not more than 3% 

July—December, 1955 . 

Do. 

Do. 

January—June, 1956 

Do. 

Do. 

July—December, 1956 . 

Do. 

Do. 

January—June, 1957 . 

July—September, 1957 . 

. 60% General 

60% Soft. 

. Minimum requirements of essen¬ 
tial items to Actual Users 
only. 

Not more than 4% 


12 .2. Imports .—Imports of automobile leaf springs and spring 
leaves were not recorded separately in the Accounts relating to 
Foreign Trade and Navigation of India. The Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, Calcutta, has, however, been 
forwarding to us monthly statistics of imports of automobile leaf 
springs and spring leaves since April, 1955 in accordance with the 
recommendation made in our (1954) Report. With effect from 
January, 1957, however, imports of automobile leaf springs and 
spring leaves are also being published separately in the Monthly 
Statistics of the Foreign Trade of India. Imports in quantity and 
value of automobile leaf springs and spring leaves during 1955-56 
and 1956-57 are shown in Appendix IV. The bulk of imports was 
from U.K. 

2—15 T. C. Bom ./57 
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13. Automobile leaf springs are at present assessed to a customs 
duty of 50 per cent, ad valorem under item No. 
Elu ti n g rate of duty. 75(15) of the First Schedule of the Indian Cus¬ 
toms Tariff (Forty Second Issue). The relevant 
extract from the Schedule is reproduced below. 


Preferential rate of duty 
if the article is the produce Duration 
Item Nature Stand- or manufacture of of protec- 

No. Name of article of duty ard rate-tive rates 

of duty The A Burma of duty 
U.K, British 
Colony 


75(17) Leaf springs and parts Protec- 50 per .. .. .. December 

thereof, adapted for tive cent. 31st 

use as parts and ac- ad va- 1957 

cessories of motor ve- lorem 

hides other than motor 
cycles and motor 
scooters. 


Under Government of India, Ministry of Finance (Revenue Division), 
Notification No. 42-Customs, dated the 31st May, 1953, as subsequently 
amended by Notification No. 172-Customs, dated the 23rd December, 
1954, leaf springs and parts thereof adapted for use as parts and 
accessories of motor vehicles, other than motor cycles and motor 
scooters, if of the United Kingdom manufacture, are exempt from 
the payment of so much of the customs duty leviable thereon, as is 
in excess of 42J per cent, ad valorem, provided that the said articles 
are not also adapted for use as parts and accessories of motor cars 
including taxi cabs. 


14. In Appendix V are given the c.i.f. prices and landed costs as 
furnished by the Collectors of Customs and 
C.Lf. prices and importers, of certain selected types of leaf 
landed costs. springs and spring leaves that correspond to the 
representative types of indigenous ones. We 
were also able to obtain c.i.f. prices of certain other types of imported 
springs and leaves but the Appendix excludes such information. At 
the time of our inquiry in 1954, it was apprehended that there would 
be substantial imports from Australia and the c.i.f. prices of Austra¬ 
lian springs were, therefore, adopted for the purpose of determining 
the quantum of protection to the industry. We, however, observe 
that during the.last two years 1955-56 and 1956-57, there were no 
imports of leaf springs and spring leaves from Australia. Hence, 
for the purpose of comparison with the fair ex-works prices of the 
indigenous products, we have adopted the c.i.f. prices of leaf springs 
and spring leaves imported from U.K. which is the source of the bulk 
of our imports at present. 
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15.1. Our Research Officer (Costing) examined the costs of pro- 
Estimate* of fair e*. duction of leaf springs and leaves manufactured 
works prices of in- by Metropolitan Springs Private Ltd., Bombay, 
dlgenons _ leaf For the purpose of comparison of costs with 

springs. c.i.f. prices to determine the quantum of protec¬ 

tion, we have estimated the future costs on the basis of the actual 
costs worked out for the period January to August, 1956. As the 
company has desired that details of its costs should be kept confi¬ 
dential we are forwarding the cost report separately as a confidential 
document. We would like to mention here that our officer who exa¬ 
mined the costs of the Company had great difficulty in determining 
the actual costs, as the company has not been maintaining cost data 
in sufficient detail. We recommend that all the units in the industry 
should introduce a proper system of costing before the end of June 
1958 and report to the Commission. 

15.2. The main factors which have been taken into account in 
estimating’ the future fair ex-works prices are given below. 

15.2.1. Production. —The total production of both leaf springs and 
leaves for the period of eight months in 1956 was 420 tons (equivalent 
to 630 tons a year). The Company has since expanded its capacity 
to 1,000 tons a year on single shift. For the future, we have estimated 
the production at 1,500 tons a year. 

15.2.2. Raw materials. —This Company mainly uses silico-manga- 
nese spring steel flat bars of specifications EN 45A imported from 
Sweden, the U.K., Japan and Czechoslovakia as its raw material. In 
working out the estimated fair ex-works prices, the latest price of 
imported raw material received by this Company has been adopted, 
which works out to Rs. 983 • 2 per ton or Rs. 0 • 439 per lb. The prices 
of bought-out accessories such as clamps, bolts, nuts, rivets and 
ferules for leaf springs and bushes for main leaves have been based 
on those relating to January-August 1956. Credit has been taken in 
the net material cost for scrap arising out of spring steel flats. 

15.2.3. Manufacturing charges. —Costs in respect of labour, 
power, repairs and maintenance, consumable stores, establishment, 
depreciation and other overheads have been included under this 
head. These have been allocated to different types of springs and 
leaves, which vary in designs, dimensions and weight on the basis 
of the time required for the manufacture of each. All possible eco¬ 
nomies in conversion charges due to higher production and better 
utilisation of labour and plant facilities have been taken into account 
in framing our estimates. 


15.2.4. Interest on working capital. —Working capital has been 
estimated at an amount equivalent to five months’ cost of production 
and interest at 5.5 per cent, has been allowed on it. 

15.2.5. Return on block. —The value of the fixed assets at original 
cost has been estimated at about Rs. 16.07 lakhs and a return of 10 
per cent, has been allowed on it. 
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15.3. Two statements showing our estimates of fair ex-works 
prices of representative types of complete springs and spring, leaves 
are given in Appendices VI (A) aftd VI (B). From among the prices 
estimated by us we have selected the following for comparison with 
the c.i.f. prices and landed costs (ex-duty) of similar foreign products. 

Chevrolet Truck 

Leaf Springs — 

22-174-Front spring-i 1 leaves 
22-177-Rear spring-10 leaves 
22-207-Rear spring-11 leaves 

Leyland Truck 

281768-Rear spring-19 leaves 

Chevrolet Truck: 

Main leaf -— 

22-142 Front 
22-177 Rear 

Dodge Truck 

34-457 Rear 

16. The following statement gives a comparison of the fair ex- 
_ , r t t works prices of certain indigenous leaf springs 

ex-work/pricU with and main leaves for automobiles as estimated by 
landed costa. us with the latest c.i.f. prices and landed costs 
(ex-duty) of the corresponding types of imported 
leaf springs and main leaves :— 


SI. Type of spring and main leaf C.i.f. 
No. price 

and 

source 

Clear¬ 

ing 

charges 

Landed 

cost 

ex-duty 

Estimat¬ 
ed fair 
ex-works 
price 

Diff¬ 
erence 
between 
4 & 5 

Differ¬ 

ence 

as a 
percent¬ 
age 

of c.i.f. 
price 

I 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

% 

I. Leaf Springs 








1 Chevrolet Truck. 








22-174-Front . 


. 32-00 

0-50 

32-5° 

39-94 

7-44 

23-25 

Spring-11 Leaves 

. 

. U.K. 






22-177-Rear . 


48-00 

0-50 

48-50 

57 - 3 ^ 

8-86 

18-46 

Spring (10) 

• 

. U.K. 






22—207-Rcar Spring (1 

0 

. "JO- 00 

0-50 

50-50 

59-30 

8-80 

17-60 



U.K. 






2 Leyland Truck 








281768-Rear Spring (19) 


. 180-67 

i-8i 

182-48 

183-56 

1 -08 

o- 60 



U.K. 






II. Main I^eaf 








1 Chevrolet Truck 








22-142 Front . 

# 

. 6- 00 

0-25 

6-25 

7-66 

t • 4 1 

23-50 



U.K. 






22-177 Rear . 


. q-OO 

0-25 

9-25 

II'I4 

1-89 

21-00 



U.K. 






2 Dodge Truck 








34—457 Rear. 

• 

. 12-00 

o -34 

I2 " 34 

, 4 * 4 2 

2-08 

17-33 


U.K. 



r 5 

17. It will be seen from the above statement that in respect of 
Measure of protec- some types of leaf springs the duty required to 
«»• equate their fair ex-works prices with the landed 

costs (ex-duty) of corresponding imported 
springs ranges from 0 • 60 per cent, to 23 • 25 per cent. Simi¬ 
larly the duty required to equate the fair ex-duty prices of 
some types of main leaves with the landed costs (ex-duty) of corres¬ 
ponding imported leaves ranges from 17; 33 per cent, to 23 • 50 per cent. 
It is true that our examination has been limited to only a few of the 
types from among the large number for which fair ex-works prices 
have been estimated, and it is conceivable that in a number of the 
other cases the disadvantage suffered by the indigenous industry is 
negligible while in others it is likely to be high. Nevertheless from 
the limited examination made by us it is evident that a prima facie 
case for continuance of protection to the industry is established. 
There are, besides, other reasons for continuance of protection. The 
industry is still entirely dependent on foreign sources for its require¬ 
ments of raw materials and until spring steel is freely available from 
indigenous sources its competitive strength against foreign products 
will be poor. It faces competition from manufacturers in U.K. and 
West Germany who are in a position to obtain steel at prices cheaper 
than those relating to imports of the material by indigenous manu¬ 
facturers from Sweden and U.S.A. Under present conditions of in¬ 
flationary trends in prices of all industrial raw materials it will be 
extremely difficult for the indigenous industry to maintain its cost 
of production at a competitive level with the prices of imported 
springs from U.K. and West Germany. The protection and assistance 
granted to the leaf spring industry has been conceived as a part of 
the case for protection to the automobile industry as a whole. The 
automobile industry, as also most of the other ancillary industries 
relating to autimobiles are in various stages of development which 
necessitate the continuance of protective measures in their favour 
for some considerable time to come. It will, therefore, be premature 
to withdraw protection from the automobile leaf spring industry at 
this stage. The position regarding the supply of spring steel from 
indigenous sources is likely to become clear in about two years by 
which time the expansion of the Tata Iron and Steel Co., Ltd., is 
expected to be completed, and one or two other steel plants also 
would come into operation. The projected expansion of the capacity 
of Guest, Keen, Williams Ltd., would also near completion by 1959. 
After taking into consideration all the above factors we recommend 
that protection to the automobile leaf spring industry .should be. con¬ 
tinued up to 31st December, 1959 and that the rate of protective duty 
should be retained at the existing level of 50 per cent, ad valorem 
As regards the preferential rate of duty applicable to leaf springs 
adapted exclusively for use as parts and accessories of motor vehicles 
other than motor cars, including taxi cabs, it may be fixed in accor¬ 
dance with the provisions of the relevant Trade Agreement. In view 
of the operation of import control for conserving foreign exchange 
and the progressive shrinkage in the quantum of imports of leaf 
springs we are of opinion that there is no case for recommending a 
reduction in the rate of duty. 
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18.1. From the examination made by us we find that the selling 
price* and prices of representative types of springs charged 

commissions. by the industry are considerably out of propor¬ 
tion to their current and estimated future ex- 
works prices. It may be that this is largely because the industry 
enjoys a sheltered market through import restrictions. Indications 
are that competition within the industry will become effective in a 
short time and that such competition will take care of the tendency 
to charge high prices. Even so, we feel that it is necessary to adminis¬ 
ter a warning to the organised units which are now in existence. The 
prices which these units are reported to be charging to automobile 
producers for springs supplied as original equipment are negotiated 
prices. We have found, however, that in regard to certain types of 
springs the market prices (for replacement needs) are 105 per cent, 
higher than the estimated fair ex-works prices. There is no justi¬ 
fication for such a wide disparity. We, therefore, recommend that 
the manufacturers of leaf springs and springs leaves should imme¬ 
diately effect a reduction in their selling prices and maintain them 
at levels in fair relation to their costs of production. 

18.2. Connected with the issued of selling prices is the question 
of selling commissions allowed to dealers which range from 7£ per 
cent, to 25 per cent. We are aware that remuneration to dealers 
would depend on services rendered by them for marketing, the 
extent to which they have to be remunerated for locking up capital 
to maintain stocks of various types, and the extent of possible loss 
due to obsolescence. We do not, however, favour the tendency to 
exaggerate the incidence of these elements in the expenses incurred 
by dealers, which results in inflating the price charged to the consu¬ 
mer. We also feel that the interests of the consumer should be safe¬ 
guarded by the manufacturer by limiting the influence of the 
dealer on the price of the product. While the manufacturer is free 
to share his profits with the dealers in the manner most suitable for 
him he should put into practice a system whereby the final purchaser 
of his product pays no more than a reasonable amount for it. We, 
therefore, recommend that all manufacturers of leaf springs and 
leaves should periodically publish and arrange to display at the 
premises of the dealers list prices of all varieties of springs indicating 
the price for each item. 

19. Our conclusions and recommendations are given below:— 

Summary of Conclusion* (i) The Iron & Steel Controller should take 
•ad recommendation*. necessar y steps to help the automobile leaf spring 
industry to obtain regular supplies of spring steel flats to meet its 
essential requirements. 


[Paragraph 10.3] 

(2) The Development Commissioner, Small Scale Industries, 
should take early steps to provide the small scale manufacturers with 
necessary technical assistance and, wherever possible, common faci¬ 
lities for testing of springs and raw materials with a view to improv¬ 
ing the quality of leaf springs produced by them. 


[Paragraph 11.2] 
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(3) All the units in the industry should introduce a proper 
system of costing before the end of June, 1958 and report to the 
Commission. 

[Paragraph 15.1] 

(4) Protection to the automobile leaf spring industry should be 
continued up to 31st December, 1959 and the rate of protective duty 
should be retained at the existing level of 50 per cent, ad valorem. 

[Paragraph 17] 

(5) The manufacturers of leaf springs and spring leaves should 
immediately effect a reduction in their selling prices and maintain 
them at levels in fair relation to. their costs of production. 

[Paragraph 18.1.] 

(6) All manufacturers of leaf springs and leaves should periodically 
publish and arrange to display at the premises of the dealers list 
prices of all varieties indicating the price for each item. 

[Paragraph 18.2] 

20. We wish to express our thanks to the manufacturers, impor¬ 
ters and consumers who furnished us with valu- 
Acknowiedgements. able information and to their representatives 
who gave evidence before us. 

C. RAMASUBBAN, 
Member . 

S. K..MURANJAN, 
Member. 

R. S. BHATT, 

Member. 


RAMA VARMA, 

Secretary. 

Bombay; 

Dated, 28 th September, 1957. 



APPENDIX I 
(i Vide Paragraph 3.1) 

List offirms or bodies to whom the Commission’s QuestionnariesjLetters were issued 
and from whom replies or memoranda were received 

‘Indicates those who sent their replies/memoranda. 

@Indicatcs those who are not interested. 

A. PRODUCERS : 

*!• Auto Pins (India) Industries Area, Faridabad. (Central Rly.) 

@2. Bharat Iron and Metal Works, Ladowala Road, Jullundur City (Punjab) 

*3. Bombay Motor Trading Co. Ltd., Kapurthala (Northern Rly.) 

*4. Canara Workshops Ltd., P. B. No. 12, Mangalore-3. 

*5. Deepak Industries Ltd., 16, Hare Street, Calcutta. 

6. Delta Products Corporation (India), 3, Modi Chambers, French Bridge, Bombay-4. 

7. Kuller and Co., Civil Lines, Ludhiana. 

*8. Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd., Gateway Building, Apollo Bunder, Bombay. 

*9. Metropolitan Springs Private Ltd., Antop Hill, Wadala, Bombay-31. 

•to. Premier Automobiles Ltd., Agra Road, Bombay. 

11. Pullman Auto Spares, 55, G. B. Road, Delhi. 

12. Shri Adwaita Charan Jena, Anakhia, Cuttack (Orissa). 

*13. Simpson and Co., Ltd., 202/203 Mount Road, Madras-2. 

*14. Sudarshan Engineering Works, 3618 Chawri Bazar, Delhi. 

15. Swasti and Co., 38, Strand Road, Calcutta. 

*16. United Service Association, Civil Lines, Ludhiana, Punjab. 

*17. United Spring Manufacturing Co., 454, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Road, Bombay-4. 

18. Young India Spring Manufacturing Co., Anakhia, Cuttack (Orissa). 

*19. The Tata Locomotive and Engineering Co., Ltd., (Automobile Division) Bombay 
House, Bruce St. Bombay. 

•20. The Saurashtra Industries Private Ltd., Ranchhod Bhuvan, Opera House, Bombay-4. 
*21. The Union Trading Co., 393, Vithalbhai Patel Road, Bombay-4. 

B. PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATIONS : 

1. Auto Spring Manufacturer’s Association, Hamiltan Road, Delhi. 

*2. Automotive Manufacturer’s Association, of India, India Exchange, Calcutta. 

C. IMPORTERS : 

@1. Addison & Co. Ltd., 158, Mount Road, Madras-2. 

•2. Ashok Leyland Ltd., N.S.C. Bose Road, Madras-1. 

@3. Automobile Products India Ltd., Bhandup, Bombay. 

4. Auto & Radio Equipment Co., 316, Vithalbhai Patel Road, Bombay-4. 

5. Associated Auto Ltd., 445, Lamington Road, Bombay. 

*9 
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6. Central Automobiles Ltd., Laxmi Bhuvan, 466, Sardar Vallabhbhai Pate! Road, 
Bombay-4. 

@7. Dewar’s Garage and Engineering Works, 4, Council House Street, Calcutta-i. 

@8. French Motor Car Co. Ltd., g-i 1, Hughes Road, Bombay-26. 

*9. George Oakes Ltd., P. B. No. 499, Bombay-i. 

10. Conwest Ltd., 448, Lamington Road, Bombay-4. 

11. Jullundur Motor Agency (Delhi) Ltd, Kashmere Gate, Delhi. 

*12. Hindustan Motors Ltd., 8, Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta. 

*13. Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd., Gateway Building, Appollo Bunder, Fort, Bombay-K 
@14. Premier Automobilies Ltd., Agra Road, Kurla, Bombay. 

@15. Standard Motor Products of India Ltd., 29, Mount Road, Madras. 

16. India Motor Parts & Accessories Ltd., 1/55, Mount Road, Madras. 

@17. Simpson & Co. Ltd., 202/203, Mount Road, Madras. 

18. The Howrah Motor Co. Ltd., P-6, Mission Row Street, Calcutta-i. 

•19. Sundaram Motors Ltd., Mount Road, Madras. 

*20. Vora Bros., New Queen’s Road, Bombay-4. 

*21. F. & C. Osier (Imp.) Ltd., New Queen’s Road, P. B. No. 3616, Bombay. 

22. Spencer Ltd., P-38, Mission Row Extn., Calcutta. 

@23. Heatly & Gresham Ltd., P. Box 225; 9, Forbes Street, Fort. Bombay-i. 

@24. Lucas Indian Service Ltd. 46, Wellesely Road, Calcutta. 

D. CONSUMERS : 

(a) Manufactures I Assemblers of Vehicles. 

@1. Addison and Co. Ltd., 158, Mount Road, Madras-2. 

* 

*2. Ashok Leyland Ltd., N.S.C. Bose Road, Madras-i. 

@3. Automobile Products of India Ltd., Bhandup, Bombay. 

@4. Dewar’s Garage and Engineering Works, 4, Council House Street, Calcutta-i. 

@5. French Motor Car Co. Ltd., 9-11, Hughes Road, Bombay-26. 

*6. Hindustan Motors Ltd., 8, Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta. 

*7, Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd., Gateway Building, Appollo Bunder, Bombay. 

@8. Premier Automobiles Ltd., Agra Road, Kurla, Bombay. 

•9. Standard Motor Products of India Ltd., 29, Mount Road, Madras. 

*10. The Tata Locomotive and Engineering Co. Ltd., (Automobile Division), Bombay. 
House, Bruce Street, Fort, Bombay-i. 

( 4 ) Fleet Owners : 

•it. The Ahmedabad Municipal Transport Service, Outside Jamalpur Gate, P. B. 
No. 142, Ahmedabad. 

•12. The Bombay Electric Supply and Transport Undertaking, Electric House, Bombay. 
•13. Canara Public Conveyance Co. Ltd., P. B. No. 85, Mangalore (S. India). 

•14. Southern Roadways Ltd., T.V.S. Buildings, West Veli Street, Madras. 
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(C) State Transport Services : 

15. The Manager, Amritsar Omnibus Service, Amritsar. 

16, The General Manager,Bangalore Transport Co. Ltd., 449, Wilson Gardens, Bangalore 
(S. India). 

*17. The Chairman, Bombay State Road Transport Corporation, Central Office, 80-81, 
Dr. Annie Besant Road, Bombay-18. 

18. The General Manager, Himachal Government Transport, Simla. 

19. Transport Commissioner, Government Transport House, Mount Road, Madras. 

*20. The Director,State Transport,Govt.of Assam, Shillong (Assam). 

*21. The Provincial Transport Controller, Chandigarh (Punjab). 

*22. Directorate of Transportation Govt, of West Bengal, 5, Nilgunge Road, Belgharia, 24. 
Parganas. 


E. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS : 

*1. The Chief Industrial Adviser, Ministry of Commerce and Industry (Development 
Wing), Shahjahan Road, New Delhi. 

•2. Indian Standards Institution, 19, University Road, Delhi. 

*3. Iron and Steel Controller, 33, Netaji Subhas Road, Calcutta. 

•4. The Development Commissioner, Small Scale Industries, Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, New Delhi. 

*5. The Secretary to the Govt, of India, Ministry of Defence. New Delhi. 

*6. The Director-General of Supplies and Disposals, Shahjahan Road, New Delhi. 

*7. The Director of Industries & Statistical Authority, Government of Bombay, Bombay. 
*8. The Director of Industries and Commerce, Government of Madras, Madras-5. 

*g. The Secretary to the Government of Punjab, Industries Department, Chandigarh. 
@10. The Director of Industries, Government of Orissa, Cuttack. 

* 11. The Director of Industries and Labour, No. 1, Rajpur Road, Delhi. 

*12. The Director of Industries, Government of Mysore, Bangalore. 

* 13. The Collector of Customs, Bombay. 

» 

*14. The Collector of Customs, Cochin. 

*15. The Collector of Customs, Calcutta. 

*16. The Collector of Customs, Madras. 

*17. The Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Transport & Communication 
Department of Transport, New Delhi. 

F. OTHERS : 

1. Auto-Spark, 457, Sandhurst Road, Bombay-4. 

2. Automobile News, P. B. No. 6095, Colaba, Bombay-5. 

3. Hind Motor Corporation, 24 B, Hamam Street, Bombay. 

G. RAW MATERIAL SUPPLIES : 

♦Guest, Keen, Williams Ltd., 41, Chowtinghee Road, P. B. No. 609, Calcutta-16. 
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(Vide Paragraph 3 . 3 ) 


List of persons who attended the Commission's public 

inquiry on 23 rd July 1957. 

PRODUCERS: 

i. Shri V. L. Shah . 

. . Representing 

Metropolitan Springs Private 
Ltd., Antop Hill, Wadala, 
Bombay-3 1 - 

2. Shri J. P. Sheth 


Ditto 

3. Shri S. V. Kudva . 

• 

Canara Workshops Ltd., Post 
Box No. 12, Mangalore-3. 

4. Shri V. S. Kudva 

* 

Ditto 

5. Shri A. B. Prakash . 


Tata Locomotive and Engineer¬ 
ing Co. Ltd., (Automobile 
Division), Bombay House, 
Bruce Street, Bombay-1. 

6 . Shri A. Natarajan . 


Ditto 

7. Shri S. K. Shah 

* * >» 

The Premier'Automobiles Ltd., 
Agra Road, Kurla, Bombay-37. 

8. Shri B. R. Sule 


Mahindra and Mahindra Limited 
Gateway Building, Apollo 
Bunder, Bombay-1. 

9. Shri Bawa Jaswant Singhji 


Bombay Motor Trading Com¬ 
pany, Kapurthala, (Northern 
Rly.). 

10. Shri G. S. Dugal 


Auto Pins (India), Industrial 
Area, Faridabad. (C. Rly.) 

II. Shri Kesar Singh 


The Union Trading Company, 
395 . Vithalbhai Patel Road, 
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APPENDIX III 
(Vide Paragraph 8.2) 

Detailed statement showing production of automobile leaf spring leaves for (a) passenger cars and ( b) commercial vehicles during 1954 , 1955 , 

(1956 & 1957 ( January-March ) 
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APPENDIX IV 
(Vide Paragraph 1 . 22 ) 

Statistics of imports in quantity and value of automobile leaf spring leaves during 1955-56 and 1956-57 
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APPENDIX V 
(Vide Paragraph 14) 

Statement showing the c. i. prices , customs duly, clearing charges and landed costs of automobile leaf springs and springs leaves 
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APPENDIX VI (A) 

(Vide Paragraph 15.3) 

Statement showing estimates of fair ex-works prices o f representative types of complete springs 
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APPENDIX VI (B) 

(Vide Paragraph 15.3) 

Statement showing estimates of fair ex-works prices of representative types of main leaves 
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